
CONSTITUTION OF THE UTAH STATE DEMOCRATIC PARTY

PREAMBLE
W e, the Democrats of the Great State of U tah, united in common purpose, acknowledge that we are a party of

enduring strength, and that w e must lead, guided by those we lead. These principles are essential to the democracy our

country's forefathers set forth.

W e dedicate ourselves to seek indi vidual freedom in the framew ork of a just society, and politi cal  freedom through

meaningful participation by all citizens.

Bound by the Constitution of the U ni ted States of America and the Constitution of the State of Utah, aware that a

pol iti cal party must be responsive to be w orthy of responsibil ity, and recognizi ng that a party w hich asks for the people's

trust must prove that it trusts the people, w e pledge ourselves to open, honest ideals in the workings of this party, and to

that end elect those Democrats to local, state and national office who wil l  best represent and carry out those pri nciples set

forth herein.

And further, w e pledge ourselves to enhance the understanding of the political process and of the Democratic Party

among our members, and to sustain the human and constitutional rights of all persons.

A party w hich hopes to cal l for the best the Nation can achieve must embody the best of our common heritage and

traditions. We therefore, establish this constitution by which these goals can be achieved.

ARTICLE I - THE UTAH STATE DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Section 1.   The U tah State D emocratic Party shall:

(i) nominate and assist in the election of D emocratic Party candidates for public elected office;

(i i) adopt and promote statements of poli cy;

(i i i ) assist local D emocratic Party organizations in the election of their candidates and the education of their

voters;

(iv) establish standards and rules of procedure to afford all members of the D emocratic Party full, timely and

equal opportunities to participate in decisions concerning the selection of candidates, the formulation of

pol icy, and the conduct of other Democratic Party affairs, and, further, to promote fair campaign practices

and the fair adjudication of disputes;

(v) raise and disburse monies needed for the successful operation of the Democratic Party;

(vi) w ork w ith Democratic public officials at all l evels to achieve the objectives of the D emocratic Party; and,

(vii ) encourage and support codes of poli tical ethics for public officials in federal, state and local governments,

to assure that publi c officials shall  at all  times conduct themselves in a manner that reflects credibly upon

the office they serve, and shall not use their office to gain special pri vi leges and benefits, and shall refrain

from acting in their offici al capacities w hen their independence of judgement w ould be adversely affected

by personal interest.

Section 2.   The U tah State Democratic Party shall  consist of:

(i) the members of the State Executive Committee, the State Central Committee and the Standing, Advisory

and Select Committees;

(i i) the members of the County Executive and Central Committees of the twenty-nine recognized County

D emocratic Parties and such other committees as their rules may provide for;

(i i i ) the Senatorial, Legislative and Precinct officers that the U tah State and County D emocratic Parti es provide

for;

(iv) the current and previous publi c officials who have won election on the Democratic Party ticket;

(v) the D emocratic Party candidates for public elected office w ho have been qualified under the rules of the

U tah State D emocrati c Party;

(vi) the officers of the U tah State D emocratic Party Regions;

(vii ) the delegates to the U tah State and County D emocratic Party Conventions; and,



(vi i i) al l  persons w ho are regi stered to vote in U tah and have designated themselves as affili ated w ith the

D emocratic Party.

Section 3.   The Bylaw s shall provide for regional organizations of the U tah State D emocratic Party w hich reflect common

interest, accessible travel, conti guousness, and clear delineation of boundaries to provide geographical representation on

Standing, Advi sory, and Select Committees.

ARTICLE II - STATE PRIMARY CONVENTION

Section 1.   In even numbered years, the State Chair, in the name of the State Executive Committee, shal l cause to be held

a State Primary Convention. The State Chair shall be the Convention Chair, unless other provisions have been made for a

Convention Chair pro tempore.

Section 2.   The State Executive Committee shal l cause to be issued the O ffici al Conventi on Cal l to State D elegates not less

than fourteen working days before the Convention is to convene. This shall be issued either by mail, i f the State D elegates

have been made know n to the U tah State Democratic Commi ttee H eadquarters, or by the County D emocratic Party Officers,

if not.

Section 3.   The term candidate for publ ic office shall mean any person who has established substantial support for his or

her nomination as the D emocratic candidate for the public office, is a bona fide Democrat w hose record of public service,

pol iti cal service, accompli shment, public writings and/or public statements affi rmativel y demonstrates that he or she has

the interests, welfare and success of the U tah State D emocrati c Party at heart, and w ill  participate in the Convention in good

faith. The State Central Committee or respective County Central Committee shall  have the authori ty to deny a person who

has filed for office w ith the State of Utah or County Clerk the status of candidate on the grounds of this section by a 90%

vote of the members present at a regular or special meeting.

Section 4.   The Convention may nominate at least one candidate for the offices of U ni ted States Senator, each district to

w hich the State of U tah is entitled to a seat in the U nited States H ouse of Representatives, Governor of the State of Utah,

Lieutenant Governor of the State of U tah, U tah State Attorney General, U tah State Audi tor, U tah State Treasurer; providing

the office is open to election. In Presidential election years, the Convention shall elect at least one person for each position

available for N ational Committee member and N ational D elegate. The Convention shall also make provision for nominating

candidates in multi -county districts. The Bylaw s shall provide for the method of election of the U tah State D emocratic Party's

nominees to appear on the Democratic Party' s ticket for the U tah State Primary and General Elections and may set minimum

thresholds of support that a candidate must receive in order to become the Democratic Party's nominee. The Bylaw s

provisions for the method of election of the U tah State D emocratic Party's nominees shall be binding on the County Party's

nomination of all  publ ic officials, except local county officials, w ithin the juri sdiction of the County Party.

Section 5.   D raft Rules of Order and Proceeding shall  be presented to the Convention under the provi sions of Arti cle VII;

how ever, the delegates shall have the sole power to adopt and/or amend the rules by majori ty vote of the State D elegates

registered; suspension of the rules shall be by a vote of tw o-thirds of the State D elegates registered; or, the rules may

otherwise provi de another definition for a quorum. In the absence of other provisions, Robert's Rules of Order, as most

recently revised, shall govern the conduct of the Convention.

Section 6.   The M embership and Credentials Standing Committee shall  convene by the first day of the Convention to

determine w hich persons shall  receive official credentials as State D elegates, and shall  be the sole and final authority in

resolving al l  matters regarding credenti als.

Section 7.   The Arrangements Committee shall arrange the site, time and amenities of the Convention. The Committee rules

governing posting and/or distribution of campaign materials shall  be final unless the Convention finds otherw ise by a

majori ty vote of the State D elegates registered. The Commi ttee shall  govern vendors, room assignments and other such

matters as may be necessary and proper.

Section 8.   Each County D emocratic Party shall be entitled to a number of State D elegates by rule of the State Central

Committee.

Section 9.   The fol low ing are enti tled to be ful l  delegates of the Convention in addition to those apportioned to the County

D emocratic Parti es:

(i) the members of the State Executive Committee;

(i i) the County Chairs and Vice Chairs; and,

(i i i ) the President of the U nited States, the Vice President of the United States, U nited States Senator, U nited

States Representative, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, State Audi tor, State Treasurer,

Speaker of the U tah State H ouse of Representatives, and President of the U tah State Senate, who are

residents of the State of Utah and w on election on the Democratic Party ticket.



Section 10.   County D emocratic Parties shall adopt, wi th the advice and consent of the Rules and Elections Standing

Committee, rules w hich contain expli cit procedures governing all aspects of the State D elegate selection process at least

one month pri or to the precinct caucuses. These rules shall include:

(i) method of selection of State Delegates and replacements;

(i i) all fil ing deadlines for State D elegate and replacement candidates; and,

(i i i ) procedures for challenges of the State D elegate selection processes.

Section 11.   The Rules and Elections Standing Committee shall verify that the follow ing items as defined by the N ational

D elegate Selection Rules, are to be routinely included at an appropriate place in each plan:

(i) the eligibi l i ty requirements for participation in the delegate selection process;

(i i) a prohibition of cost and fees;

(i i i ) a prohibition of participation by those participating in another party' s process;

(iv) the "Six Basic Elements" of an open party;

(v) the principles of non-discrimination;

(vi) a protection against a coerced vote;

(vii ) a prohibition against U nit Rules;

(vi i i) a provision for limi tations on slate making; and,

(ix) the succession of replacements to delegate status and filing of vacancies in delegate positions.

Section 12.   To the extent possib le, replacements for delegates w ho die, resign, or are disqualified, shall be made from

persons of the same pol iti cal subdivisions w ith in  the county as the delegate. The County Democratic Party rules shall choose

one of the fol low ing alternatives, or any combination thereof, for handl ing replacements:

(i) the delegate chooses the replacement;

(i i) the County Central Commi ttee of the County D emocratic Party chooses the replacement;

(i i i ) a candidate for delegate w ho receives the highest number of votes, but is not elected; or,

(iv) such other process that protects the interests of candidates, delegates and elected replacements.

Section 13.   Challenges to the State D elegate selection process, as defined by the rules of each County D emocratic Party

that the Rules and Electi ons Standing Committee have approved, shall be made to  the Judici al Standing Committee.

Challenges to a specific State D elegate or group of State D elegates, due to fai lure to fol low  approved rules, shall be made

to the M embership and Credentials Standing Committee.

Section 14.   Persons w ishing to resign their position of State D elegate must do so in w ri ting to the County Chair. Persons

are disqualified as a State D elegate for the full  two year term i f they:

(i) participate in the Precinct Caucus or County Convention of another Party;

(i i) w il l  be under eighteen years of age by, or have not registered to vote on, the day of the next General

Election;

(i i i ) move out of the county in w hich they w ere elected, but shall only be disqualified from casting a vote in

a multi-county State H ouse or State Senate caucuses if they move w ithin the county in w hich they were

elected, but out of the poli tical sub-division for w hich the caucus is held; and, 

(iv) have not met County D emocratic Party requirements that are compatible w ith fair elections.

Section 15.   The Rules and Elections Standing Committee shall provide for counting official ballots, assisting the Convention

Chair in the conduct of elections, and communicating the elections report to the Convention.

Section 16.   A draft Party Platform shall be presented at the State Primary Convention under the provi sions of Arti cle VII;

how ever, the Convention delegates shall have the sole pow er to adopt and/or amend the Party Platform by majori ty vote

of the State D elegates registered.

ARTICLE III - STATE ORGANIZING CONVENTION

Section 1.   In odd numbered years, the State Chair, in the name of the State Executive Committee, shall  cause to be held

a Organizing Convention. The State Chair shall be the Convention Chair, unless other provisions have been made for a

Convention Chair pro tempore.

Section 2.   The State Executive Commi ttee shall cause to be issued the O fficial Convention Call to State D elegates by mail

not less than fourteen w orking days before the Convention is to convene.



Section 3.   The Conventi on shall elect at least one person for each of the follow ing offices: a State Chair; a State Vice Chair;

a State Secretary; and a State Treasurer. Any member of the Utah State Democratic Party may file for these offices w ith the

State Secretary prior to the Call to O rder of the fi rst County D emocrati c Party O rganizing Conventi on of that calendar year

w hich can be scheduled no earlier than Apri l 1st and no later than the State O rganizing Conventi on. The Bylaw s shal l

provide for the method of the election and for filli ng candidate vacancies should no person file as a candidate, or should

a candidate die, resign, be disqualified, or incapable of serving. The Convention may also vote on motions put before it by

the State Executive Commi ttee, State Central Commi ttee, Platform and Policy Standing Committee, or Rules and Elections

Standing Committee.

Section 4.   Rules of Order and Proceedings, Credentials, Arrangements, and Elections shall operate under the provisions

set forth under Article II.

Section 5.   The delegates to the State O rganizing Convention shall be the same persons w ho w ere State Delegates to the

State Primary Convention held in the year before unless they have been replaced in accordance w ith the County D emocratic

Party rules on State D elegate Selection or have resigned, died, or been disqualified for other cause.

ARTICLE IV - STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Section 1.   The State Central Commi ttee shall  have the responsib il ity to legislate the affairs of the U tah State Democratic

Party subject to the articles herein, the Bylaws, and the State Convention. This responsibil i ty shall include, but not be limited

to:

(i) designate the date and time of precinct caucuses for the U tah State D emocratic Party;

(i i) designating the place and time for all State Conventions;

(i i i ) approving amendments to th is Constitu ti on and to the Bylaw s;

(iv) filli ng vacancies of U tah State Democratic Party candidates for State and Federal publ ic elected office

arising from death, resignation, or other cause;

(v) nominating candidates to fi l l  vacancies of D emocrati c State and Federal public elected offici als in the State

of U tah arising from death, resignation, or other cause;

(vi) filli ng vacancies of the State Central Committee, State Executive Committee, or State Executive Officers

arising from death, resignation, or other cause;

(vii ) establishing an account for the U tah State Election Campaign Fund and authorizing its disbursement by

the State Treasurer;

(vi i i) formulating statements of poli cy;

(ix) establishing the number of delegates to the State Convention, to be apportioned as provided herein and

by the Bylaws, provi ded that each County D emocratic Party may elect at least four delegates;

(x) establishing the number of members of the State Central Committee, to be apportioned as provi ded herein

and by the Bylaw s;

(xi) approving the annual budget of the U tah State Democratic Commi ttee and a quarterly financial reports

including a budget comparison;

(xii ) approving programs, in iti atives, and comm ittees submitted by the State Executive Commi ttee; and, 

(xi i i) taking all other actions necessary or appropriate in order to carry out the provisions herein enumerated

and the objectives of the U tah State D emocratic Party.

Section 2.   The State Central Commi ttee shall  be composed of:

(i) the members of the State Executive Committee;

(i i) the County Chairs and Vice Chairs;

(i i i ) additi onal members to represent the County D emocratic Parties to be apportioned to each county based

on the combined votes cast at the next preceding general election for the U tah State D emocratic Party's

candidates for the offices of governor, l ieutenant governor, attorney general, state audi tor, and state

treasurer, excluding the vote for any candidate w ho had no oppositi on. There shall  be one State Central

Commi ttee member for each defin ite number of votes cast;

(iv) additi onal members to represent the D emocrati c caucuses at State O rganizi ng Conventions, to be selected

at means arrived at by each caucus. The to tal  number shall not constitu te more than ten percent of the to tal

State Central Committee membership or two representatives per caucus, whichever is smaller. In the event

that the ten percent level is surpassed by having two representatives per caucus, then the number of



representatives per caucus shall be reduced to one representative per caucus. Caucuses may only be

recognized by a majority vote of those present at a meeting of the State Central Committee, w hich shall

not recognize a caucus that is sub-divided to increase representation;

(v) any current D emocratic Federal elected officials from the State of U tah, or their designate;

(vi) any current Governor, Li eutenant Governor, Attorney General, State Audi tor, or State Treasurer, w ho won

election on the U tah State D emocratic Party ti cket, or their designate;

(vii ) the D emocratic Caucus Leader in the U tah State Senate and the D emocratic Caucus Leader in the U tah

State H ouse of Representati ves and one additional member of each caucus to be selected by their

respective caucus; and,

(vi i i) the immediate past State Executive Officers.

Section 3.   M embers of the State Central Committee w ho are members by virtue of hold ing publ ic elected office shall  serve

on the State Central Committee only during their terms in such office. All  other members shall serve for terms commencing

on the adjournment of the State O rganizing Convention and terminating on adjournment of the next State O rganizing

Convention.

Section 4.   The Bylaw s shall provide for removal of members or refusal to seat new ly elected members of the State Central

Committee by a tw o-thirds vote of those present at a meeting of the State Central Committee. The Bylaw s shal l also require

conti nued residence in the jurisdiction, or affili ation w ith and approval by the caucus represented by the member, and

affirmative support for D emocratic Party nominees as a condition of continued membership thereon. The Bylaw s shal l

provide that any vacancy in the State Central Committee shall be fi l led by the remaining members of the State Central

Committee provided that the vacancy is filled by a person representing the constituency where the vacancy occurred as per

Article IV, Section 2.

Section 5.   The State Central Committee shall  meet at least once in each calendar quarter, except during the quarter in

w hich the State Convention convenes. M eetings shall  be called by the State Chair, by the State Executive Commi ttee, by

no few er than three County Chairs, or by the w ri tten request of no fewer than one-tw elfth of the members of the State

Central Committee.

Section 6.   Notice for meetings shall be mailed not less than ten calendar days prior to the meeting, unless the State Chair

or State Executive Commi ttee deem  the meeting an emergency, w hen notice of not less than twenty-four hours must be

attempted by telephone.

Section 7.   A quorum  of the State Central Committee shall  be at least one-twelfth of entitled members.

ARTICLE V - STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Section 1.   The State Executive Commi ttee shall have the responsib il ity to administrate the affairs of the U tah State

D emocratic Party, subject to articles herein, the Bylaw s, the State Convention, and the State Central Committee. This

responsibil ity shall i nclude, but not be lim ited to:

(i) implementing decisions of the State Conventions and State Central Committee;

(i i) proposing the instigation of new  programs, committees, or i nitiatives;

(i i i ) organizi ng fund raising and campaign acti vi ties;

(iv) scheduling meetings of the State Central Committee;

(v) issuing the Call to State Convention;

(vi) approving termination of the Executive Di rector;

(vii ) approving termination of a member on any Standing, Advisory, or Select Commi ttees; 

(vi i i) adopting a Code of Fair Campaign Practi ces;

(ix) adopting a recommended annual budget for submission to the State Central Committee w ithin the first

quarter of each year; and, 

(x) taking all  other actions necessary or appropriate in order to carry out the provi sions herein enumerated

and the objectives of the U tah State D emocratic Party not specifically reserved to themselves by the State

Central Committee or State Convention, as long as these duties shall conform to the articles herein and the

Bylaw s.

Section 2.   The State Executive Commi ttee shall  be composed of:

(i) the State Executive Officers;



(i i) one additional member to be nominated by the County Chairs and Vice Chairs, and approved by the State

Central Committee;

(i i i ) one additional member to be nominated by the D emocratic Party Caucus of the U tah State Senate, and

approved by the State Central Committee;

(iv) one addi tional member to be nominated by the Democratic Party Caucus of the U tah State H ouse of

Representatives, and approved by the State Central Commi ttee; and, 

(v) tw o additional members to be nominated by the State Chair, and approved by the State Central Committee

subject to the Bylaw s.

Section 3.   The members of the State Executive Commi ttee shall serve for terms commencing on the adjournment of the

State O rganizing Convention and terminating on adjournment of the next State O rganizing Convention.

Section 4.   The Bylaw s shall provide for removal of members of the State Executive Commi ttee by a two-thirds vote of those

present at a meeting the State Central Committee. The Bylaw s shall also require continued residence in the jurisdiction, or

affili ation w ith and approval by the caucus represented by the member, and affirmative support for D emocratic Party

nominees as a condition of continued membership thereon. The Bylaw s shall  provide that any vacancy in the State Executive

Committee shall be fi l led by the State Central Committee provi ded that the vacancy i s fi l led by a person representing the

constituency where the vacancy occurred as per Article V, Section 2.

Secti on 5.   The State Executi ve Committee shal l meet at least nine times each year. M eetings shall  be call ed by the State

Chair or by w ri tten request of no few er than one-fourth of i ts members. The State Executi ve Committee shal l keep a record

of actions taken and make such record avai lable on request to members of the State Central Committee.

Section 6.   A quorum of the State Executive Commi ttee shall be at least one-half of the State Executive O fficers or tw o-fifths

of the entire State Executive Committee.

ARTICLE VI - STATE EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Section 1.   The State Executive O fficers of the U tah State D emocratic Party shall be the Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary,

Treasurer, and the N ational Committee members. The State Executive O fficers shall  have general responsibi li ty for the affairs

of the Utah State Democratic Party subject to the articl es herein, the Bylaw s, the State Conventi on, the State Central

Committee and the State Executive Commi ttee. This responsibil ity shall i nclude, but not be lim ited to:

(i) The Chair of the U tah State D emocratic Party shall be the chief executive officer and have the follow ing

authority:

(A) to carry out the programs and policies of the State Conventions, the State Central Committee, and

the State Executive Committee;

(B) to possess all  pow ers of the U tah State D emocratic Party betw een meetings, as provided herein

and by the Bylaw s, except for those delegated to the State Convention, State Central Committee,

the State Executive Committee, or other State Executive Officers;

(C) to determine the agenda and preside over all  meetings of the State Executive Commi ttee, State

Central Committee, and State Convention, i f not a candidate;

(D ) to appoint Sergeants-at-Arms and Parl iamentarians for Conventions and other meetings w hen

appropriate;

(E) to appoint, w ith the approval  of the State Executive Committee, a State Executive D irector and

other necessary office personnel to carry out the programs of the U tah State D emocratic Party and

to pay the necessary salaries;

(F) to appoint a State Chair' s Advisory Committee to make w ritten recommendations to the State

Chair on matters of public concern and policy affecting public i ssues, party affairs, and elections;

(G) to appoint the membership of Advisory Commi ttees, and the Select Commi ttees assigned to them,

w ith the advice and consent of the State Executive Committee;

(H ) to appoint the membership of Standing Committees, and the Select Committees assigned to them,

w ith the advice and consent of the State Central Committee;

(I) to serve as a member of the Democratic N ational Committee;

(J) to serve as a member of the Association of State D emocratic Chairs;

(K) to serve as an ex officio member of all committees as described herein, by the Bylaw s, or

approved by the State Central Committee; and,



(L) to select, w ith the approval of the State Executi ve Committee, a person to act as chief legal

counsel for the U tah State D emocratic Committee, and to w ork in conjunction w ith such counsel

on behalf of the U tah State D emocratic Committee.

(i i) The Vice Chair of the Utah State D emocratic Party shall  have the follow ing authority:

(A) to assist in the performance of the duties of the State Chair;

(B) to preside in the absence of the State Chair over meetings of the State Executive Commi ttee, State

Central Committee, and State Convention, if not a candidate; and,

(C) to serve as an ex officio member of all committees as described herein, by the Bylaw s, or

approved by the State Central Committee.

(i i i ) The Secretary of the U tah State D emocratic Party shall  have the follow ing authority:

(A) to keep the minutes of all meetings of the State Convention, State Central Commi ttee and State

Executive Committee;

(B) to establ ish the fil ing system and ensure the maintenance of the fi les necessary for the proper

functioning of the U tah State D emocratic Committee;

(C) to receive personally, or i n care of the U tah State D emocratic Commi ttee H eadquarters, and

acknow ledge fi l ing of candidacy for State Executive O ffice and N ational D elegate;

(D ) to authorize the registration and election procedures at meetings of the State Executive Committee,

State Central Committee, and State Conventions, i f not a candidate;

(E) to serve as a l iaison to the Lieutentant Governor of the State of U tah on all  matters relating to the

U tah State Democratic Party' s relationship w ith the State of Utah; 

(F) to file reports including, but not lim ited to, those required by the Democratic N ational Committee,

D emocratic Presidential Campaigns, other D emocratic candidate committees, State, County and

Local authorities, as appropriate, on any subject and in any manner required; and,

(G) to maintain li sts of the officers of County D emocratic Parties and to require them to fi le their l ist

of precinct caucus attenders and current governing documents w ith the Utah State Democratic

Committee, and to report the County D emocratic Parti es that are not in compliance w ith these

reporting requirements to the State Central Committee.

(iv) The Treasurer of the U tah State D emocratic Party shall  have the follow ing authority:

(A) to receive and disburse all  funds of the U tah State D emocratic Committee;

(B) to prepare and present an annual budget for the U tah State D emocratic Committee on or before

the first of February of each year for submission to the State Executive Commi ttee w ho may amend

it prior to submission to the State Central Committee w hich must approve the budget by the

fifteenth day in April  of each year;

(C) to prepare and present all  necessary fi nancial reports, as required herein, by U tah State statutes,

and the Federal Election Commission;

(D ) to submit a recommendation of a person to review the accounts of the U tah State Democratic

Commi ttee to be selected by the State Executi ve Committee, and to obtain any professional

assistance necessary in performance of the financial duties of the office; and,

(E) to authorize the State Chair and State Executive D irector as his agents for disbursement of funds

and for subm ission of financial reports.

(v) The N ational Committee members of the U tah State D emocratic Party shall  have the follow ing authority:

(A) to serve as members of the Democratic N ational Committee;

(B) to be the representatives of the U tah State D emocratic Party in national campaigns;

(C) to w ork in coordination w ith the U tah State D emocratic Party Chair, Vice Chair, and office

personnel in carrying out the programs the D emocrati c N ational Committee and other nati onal

D emocratic commi ttees desire to have implemented w ithin the State of Utah;

(D ) to assist in state and local party matters as requested or assigned by the State Executive Committee

or State Central Committee;

(E) to plan appearances and speeches of national D emocratic Party officials and Federal D emocratic

Party elected officials w ithin the State of Utah; and,



(F) to have an item in the State Executive Commi ttee budget proposal to the State Central Committee

for travel expenses to meetings of the D emocratic National Committee by the National Committee

members, Chair, Vice Chair, and necessary office personnel.

Section 2.   The Bylaws shall  provide for a leave of absence by the State Executive Officers w ho are candidates for public

or party elected office w hile they are campaigning. The Bylaw s shall  provide for removal of State Executive Officers by a

two-thirds vote of those present at a meeting the State Central Committee. The Bylaw s shal l also require continued residence

in the State of Utah. Vacancies in these offices arising from death, resignation or other cause shall  be fil led by the State

Central Committee.

Section 3.   The State Executive Officers shall  serve for terms commencing on the adjournment of the biennial State

O rganizing Convention and terminating on the adjournment of the next State O rganizing Convention, except for N ational

Committee members w ho shall serve for terms commencing on the adjournment of the fi rst N ational Convention after their

election at a State Primary Convention and terminating on adjournment of the next National Convention.

ARTICLE VII - STANDING, ADVISORY AND SELECT COMMITTEES

Section 1.   The Bylaw s shall make provision for the follow ing Standing Committees:

(i) Rules and Elections;

(i i) M embership and Credentials;

(i i i ) Judicial;

(iv) Candidate Recruitment and Coordinated Campaign; and,

(v) Platform and Poli cy.

Section 2.   The Bylaw s shall make provision for the follow ing Advisory Commi ttees:

(i) Financial Organization;

(i i) Education, Training and Outreach; and,

(i i i ) Public Relations.

Section 3.   The Bylaw s shall also make provision for the establishment of Select Commi ttees.

ARTICLE VIII - FULL PARTICIPATION

Section 1.   Any person w ho w il l be eli gible to vote in U tah in the next general election, resides in the political subdivision

for which the political activity is conducted, and participates in good faith, may be eligible to participate except as otherwise

provi ded herein and in the Bylaw s, in precinct caucuses, state and county conventions, Democratic Party primary elections,

state and county central and executive committees, and state and county party office.

Section 2.   D iscrimination in the conduct of party affairs on the basis of race, gender, age (if of voting age), color, creed,

national origin, religion, ethnic identity, sexual orientation, economic status, or disabili ty is prohibited, to the end that the

party at all l evels be open.

Section 3.   To encourage full participation by all  D emocrats, incl uding w omen and minority groups such as Afr ican

Americans, N ative Ameri cans, Asian/Paci fi c Islanders, H ispani cs, and youth in party affai rs, the State Central Committee

shall adopt and implement and the M embership and Credentials Standing Committee shall monitor an affirmative action

plan w hich provides for representation as nearly as practicable of such groups as indicated by their presence in the

D emocratic Party electorate. This plan shal l include speci fi c goals and timetables to achieve this purpose.

Section 4.   This plan shall  not be accompl ished either directly or indirectly by the D emocratic Party's imposition of quotas

in party affairs. Representati on as nearly as practicable of the aforementi oned groups as indicated by their presence in the

D emocrati c Party electorate shall not be deemed a quota.

Section 5.   Equal divi sion of party positions betw een men and w omen shall not constitute a violation of any provision of

this Article.

ARTICLE IX - GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1.   The U tah State D emocratic Party means all organizations w hich use the D emocratic Party name in the State of

U tah including, but not limi ted to, recognized County D emocratic Parties, D emocratic Party precinct caucuses, l ocal

D emocratic Party clubs, caucuses at Democratic Party Conventions, and D emocratic Party caucuses of groups of elected

officials.



Section 2.   The U tah State D emocratic Commi ttee means the officers, commi ttees, and office personnel responsible for the

operations of the D emocratic Party for the entire State of Utah, but not its subdivisions.

Section 3.   In the absence of other provisions, Robert' s Rul es of O rder, as most recentl y revised, shall govern the conduct

of all  meetings of the U tah State D emocratic Party.

Section 4.   There shal l only be one vote counted for each person at al l  meetings of the U tah State D emocratic Party

regardless of the number of positions that they hold.

Section 5.   Voting by proxy shall not be permitted at State Conventions, or meetings of the State Central Committee. Voting

by proxy shall otherw ise be permitted at meetings of the U tah State D emocratic Party only as provided in the Bylaw s or by

rules of the subdivisions of the U tah State D emocratic Party.

Section 6.   Al l meetings of the State Central Commi ttee and State Conventions shall be open to the public, and votes shal l

not be taken by secret ballot; how ever, the State Central Committee may cal l i tself i nto a closed meeting at any time by a

vote of the majori ty of those present.

Section 7.   N o delegate shall be mandated to vote contrary to their choice as expressed at the time elected. D elegates w ho

did pledge to a candidate or i ssue should in all  good conscience reflect the sentiments of those who elected them.

Section 8.   The State Executive Commi ttee shall officially recognize one County Democratic Party for each county in the

State of Utah. For a County Democratic Party to be officially recognized, it shall be responsible to meet the follow ing

criteria:

(i) hold an annual convention for nominating candidates for local elected offi ce and for the Utah State

Legislature if the district is entirely w ith the County, or County Democratic Party organization and election

of D emocratic Party O fficers, as is appropriate;

(i i) organize and hold biannual D emocratic Party precinct caucuses for the election of County D elegates and

members of the County Central Committee;

(i i i ) submit to the State Secretary lists of precinct caucus attenders, County D emocratic Party Officers, members

of the County Executive Commi ttee, members from that County D emocratic Party selected for the State

Central Commi ttee, State D elegates from that county, current State and Local  public elected offici als that

w on election on the Democratic Party ticket, and County D emocratic Party rules, including as appropriate

a Constitution, Bylaw s, Rules and Procedures, State D elegate Selection Plan; and,

(iv) conform to such other rules as are adopted by the Rules and Elections Standing Committee.

Section 9.  The Bylaw s shall provide rules for the conduct of organizing caucuses for the purpose of selecting delegates and

central committee members to the County Parties.

Section 10.   County D emocratic Parties may challenge the rules for offi cial recognition before the Judicial Standing

Committee of the U tah State D emocratic Party, and/or the State Central Committee. The County D emocrati c Parti es may

base the chall enge on grounds that a given rule should not apply to their County D emocratic Party speci fi cal ly, that a given

rule should be invalid for al l County Democratic Parties as infringing on their rights for responsible local governance, or

that the County D emocratic Party has compl ied w ith a rule where the State Secretary, Rules and Elections Standing

Committee, or M embership and Credentials Standing Committee has determined that the County D emocratic Party is not

in compliance.

Section 11.   Should any part of the Constitution and Bylaw s be found to be in violation of the law s of the U nited States or

the State of U tah by j udicial authori ty or to be in vi olation of the rules of the Democratic N ational Committee, such part

alone shall cease to have effect and all  other parts shall  be considered w hol ly severable and remain in complete force. In

such case, the State Chair shall be empow ered to remedy the situation unti l  the earl iest possib le convocation of the State

Executive Committee or the State Central Committee, w hichever is appropriate.

Section 12.   The pow er for removal of members of the State Central Commi ttee, State Executive Commi ttee, or State

Executive Officers l ies w ith the State Central Committee. Charges may be brought against any of the above by any member

of the State Central Committee. Removal from party off ice requires a tw o-thirds vote of a quorum of the State Central

Committee.

Section 13.   N o person shall  be elected to any party office or as a delegate unless they are present or provi de their express

w ritten consent.

Section 14.   In the event that two or more persons receive the same number of votes in an election held by the U tah State

D emocratic Party, the outcome shall be determined by lot, unless the Bylaw s or other rules adopted by an entity of the U tah

State D emocratic Party specifically state otherw ise.



ARTICLE X - AMENDMENTS, BYLAWS, AND RULES

Section 1.   This Constitution may be amended in the fo l low ing manner: A Constitu ti on Amendment must originate as a

majori ty report to the State Central  Committee from the Rules and Electi ons Standing Committee. The State Central

Committee may adopt and/or amend the Constitution Amendment Report by a vote of tw o-thirds of the members present

at a meeting of the State Central Commi ttee, provided that the notice includes the amendment. The Constitution Amendment

Report shall then be subm itted as adopted by the State Central Committee to the State Convention for ratification of the

entire amendment by a vote of a majori ty of the delegates registered. The amendment shall  be included w ith the Call  to

Convention w ith an indication that the entire amendment wi ll be voted on as approved or rejected.

Section 2.   Bylaw s of the U tah State D emocratic Party shall be adopted to provide for the governance of the affairs of the

U tah State D emocratic Party in matters not provided for herein. Bylaw s may be adopted or amended by a majority vote of

those present at a meeting of the State Convention or State Central Commi ttee. Unless adopted in forms of an amendment

to this Constitution or otherw ise designated, any resolution adopted by the State Convention relating to the governance of

the Party shall be considered a Bylaw .

Section 3.   Each offi cial body of the U tah State Democratic Party created under the authority of this Constitution shall adopt

and conduct its affairs in accordance w ith written rules w hich shall be consistent wi th this Constitution, the Bylaw s and

other provisions adopted pursuant to authori ty of the Constitution, including resolutions or other actions of the State

Convention. The State Secretary shal l maintain copies of al l  such rules at the U tah State D emocratic Committee

H eadquarters.

Section 4.   Each recognized County D emocratic Party shall adopt and conduct its affairs in accordance w ith w ri tten rules.

Copies of such rules and any changes or amendments thereto shall  be fil ed w ith the State Secretary w ithin thirty days

follow ing adoption.

RESOLUTION OF ADOPTION
The U tah State D emocratic Party, assembled in a State O rganizing Convention on June 12, 1993, does hereby

repeal the previous Charter and Constitution as governing documents for the U tah State D emocratic Party and does hereby

adopt this Constitution for the governance of the Party.



BYLAWS OF THE UTAH STATE DEMOCRATIC PARTY

PREAMBLE
In pursuance of the purposes stated in the Constitution of the U tah State D emocratic Party adopted June 12, 1993,

the State Central Committee in a meeting assembled for the purpose of revising the Bylaw s on January 22, 1994, does

hereby repeal the previous Rules and Procedures of the U tah D emocrati c Party and does hereby adopt this set of Bylaw s

for the governance of the Party in conjunction w ith the Constitution of the U tah State D emocratic Party.

ARTICLE I - THE UTAH STATE DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Section 1.   Six Basic Elements of an Open Party.   The U tah State Democratic Party shall  pursue the goals set forth i n Articl e

I, Section 1 of the Constitution of the U tah State D emocratic Party in a manner that is consistent w ith the Six Basic Elements

of an Open Party, as updated. To that end the follow ing rules shall be implemented:

(i) All public meetings at all l evels of the U tah State D emocratic Party shall be open to all members of the

D emocratic Party regardless of race, sex, age, color, creed, nati onal origin, rel igion, ethnic i denti ty, sexual

orientation, economic status, philosophical persuasion or physical  disabi l i ty (hereinafter collectivel y

referred to as "status").

(i i) N o test for membership in, nor any oaths of loyal ty to, the U tah State D emocratic Party shall be required

or used which has the effect of requiring prospective or current members of the Democratic Party to

acquiesce in, condone or support discrimination based on status.

(i i i ) The time and place for all publ ic meetings of the U tah State D emocratic Party on all l evels shall be

publici zed ful ly and in such a manner as to assure timely notice to all  interested persons. Such meetings

must be held in places accessib le to all  Party members, and large enough to accommodate all  interested

persons.

(iv) The U tah State D emocratic Party, on all l evels, shall support the broadest possible registration w ithout

discrimination based on status.

(v) The U tah State D emocrati c Party shall publici ze fu l ly in such a manner as to assure notice to all  interested

parties a full description of the legal and practical procedures for selection of Democratic Party officers and

representatives on all l evels. Publ ication of these procedures shall be done in such fashion that al l

prospective and current members of the U tah State D emocratic Party w il l  be ful ly and adequately i nformed

of the pertinent procedures in time to participate in each selection procedure at all l evels of the

D emocratic Party organization.

(vi) The U tah State D emocrati c Party shall publici ze fu l ly and in such a manner as to assure notice to al l

interested parties a complete description of the legal and practical qualifications of all officers and

representatives of the State D emocratic party. Such publication shall be done in a timely fashion so that

all  prospecti ve candidates or appl icants for any elected or appointed positi on w ith in  the Utah State

D emocratic Party w il l  have ful l  and adequate opportunity to compete for office.

Section 2.   Compliance with Implementation of Six Basic Elements.   Implementation of Arti cl e I, Secti on 1 of these Bylaw s

shall be determined to be complied wi th using the follow ing definitions:

(i) Public M eetings shall be defined as any D emocratic Party precinct caucuses, State or County Conventions

or Central Committee meetings, or any other meeting to which the general publi c has been invited by

noti fi cation to the new s media.

(i i) M embers shall be defined as any person who meets the criteria set forth i n Articl e I, Section 2 or Articl e

X of the Consti tution of the U tah State D emocratic Party and the Bylaws that pertain to those Articles.

(i i i ) Publ icize fully shall be defined as attempted notice to all members of the specific Commi ttee or

Convention that is meeting either by noti fi cation at a previous meeting of the Committee or Convention,

by mail, or by telephone. Further, notice for public meetings or deadlines should be attempted by

providing a press release to members of the new s media as is practicable in the district for w hich the

meeting is held.

(iv) Timely notice shall be defined as seven days prior to the date of the deadline, meeting or Convention,

unless defined elsew here in the procedures for the event or deadl ine.



(v) Requirements for a ful l or complete description of a process or qualifications may be met by notification

of where or from w hom such a complete document may be obtained either by mail or telephone in the

attempt to publici ze ful ly the event, deadl ine or contest for office.

Section 3.   Regional O rganizations.   There shall  be Regional O rganizations to assist wi th the coordination of County Party

activi ties and provide geographical representation on Standing, Advisory and Select Committees. The acti vi ties coordinated

by each region shall  be supervised by the County Party Chairs’ representative on the State Executive Committee in

conjunction w ith Regional Coordinators. There shall  be one Regional Coordinator from each region nominated by the State

Party Chair and appointed by the State Executive Committee. The Regional Coordinators shall  serve for an indefini te term

at the pleasure of the State Party Chair. The duties of Regional Coordinators shall be to act as a l iaison betw een the County

Party officers and the State Executive Commi ttee. They shall also assist wi th coordination of County Party activities, training

of County Party officers, and candidate recruitment. There shal l be an i tem in the State Executive Committee budget proposal

to the State Central Commi ttee for expenses related to these Regional O rganizati ons.  The boundaries of the regions shal l

be comprised as follow s:

(i) N O RTH  - Box Elder County, Cache County, D avis County, M organ County, Rich County, Summit County,

Tooele County, and W eber County;

(i i) CEN TRAL - Salt Lake County;

(i i i ) EAST - Carbon County, D aggett County, D uchesne County, Emery County, Grand County,  San Juan

County, U intah County, U tah County, W asatch County, and W ayne County; and,

(iv) W EST -  Beaver County, Garfield County, Iron County, Juab County, Kane County, M il lard County, Piute

County, Sanpete County, Sevier County, and  W ashington County.

ARTICLE II - STATE PRIMARY CONVENTION

Section 1.   Convention Chair.   The State Chair shall be the Conventi on Chair, unless the State Chair is a candidate for

election at the Convention, unw il li ng or unable to serve, or requests that there be another or other pro tempore Convention

Chairs. In such case the State Executive Commi ttee shall have the sole authority to appoint pro tem pore Conventi on Chair

or Chairs at their discretion.

Section 2.   Convention Committees.   There shall be the follow ing Convention Commi ttees to ensure that proper order is

maintained at the Convention: Rules, Arrangements, Credentials, Elections, Registration, Platform and Resolutions.

(i) The Rules Committee shal l be a sub-committee of the Rules and Electi ons Standing Committee of the U tah

State D emocratic Party. It shall have the duty of presenting for adoption a report to the Convention a draft

Rules or Order and Proceedings, or permanent agenda, for the Convention.

(i i) The Arrangements Commi ttee shall have the duty of arranging for the physical facilities required to hold

the Convention. The faci l i ti es must be such that they can accommodate the number of expected delegates

in attendance in a single meeting space w ith adequate seating w ithin view of the main stage, sound

systems for communication to and from the delegates, ventilation, parking, and access to the facilities by

those w ith disabil ities. There must also be facilities for registration of the delegates, a secure, private room

for the Credentials Commi ttee and Elections Committee. There shal l also be a private room provided for

each multi -county district w hich has a contested race for elected publ ic office. The Arrangements

Committee may also provide for meeting space for special interest caucuses, exhibitor space and

equipment, and special equipment and meeting space for candidates. The Arrangements Committee may

elect to assess special fees for space, equipment and services provi ded for candidates, special interest

caucuses, or vendors. The Arrangements Committee shal l also be responsible for establishing rules for the

use of the facilities that are consistent w ith those of the property owner and w ill  address the space and sign

placement needs of al l interested parti ci pants in the Conventi on. The Arrangements Committee shal l al so

be responsible, in conjunction wi th the Sergeant at Arms, for enforcing the rules it sets forth.

(i i i ) The Credentials Committee membership shall be a sub-committee of the M embership and Credenti als

Standing Committee of the U tah State D emocratic Party. The Credentials Commi ttee shall determine who

w il l be seated as a delegate to the Convention and provide that information to the Registration Committee

in a manner that permits the Registration Commi ttee to prepare for registering the delegation.

(iv) The Elections Commi ttee membership shall be a sub-committee of the Rules and Elections Standing

Committee of the U tah State D emocratic Party. The Elections Committee shal l provide for the physical

necessities of balloting for the election of candidates and the certifi cation of the official vote totals in such

contested races. The Electi ons Committee shal l determine the method by whi ch a delegate receives a ballot

and the method by w hich the delegate disposes of the ballot for proper counting of the ballot, or disposal



i f the ballot i s spoiled. The Elections Committee shal l  also provide for the format and production of the

ballot. The Elections Commi ttee shall provide for the counting of ballots and for observers from contested

elections to w itness the counting of the ball ots.

(v) The Registration Committee membership shall be a sub-committee of the M embership and Credenti als

Standing Committee of the U tah State D emocratic Party. The Registration Comm ittee shall  provide for a

method of registering credentialed delegates to the Convention and provi ding the delegates w ith a method

of identi fi cation indicating their delegate status. The Registrati on Committee may also be required by the

Election Commi ttee to aid in the distribution and col lection of official ball ots.

(vi) The Platform  and/or Resolutions Committee shall be a sub-committee of the Platform and Policy Standing

Committee of the U tah State D emocratic Party. The Platform and/or Resolutions Committee shall

recommend for adoption by the Convention a platform on publ ic pol icy issues and/or resolutions on Party

procedural i ssues that w il l reflect the position of the U tah State D emocratic Party.

Section 3.   Time and Place.   The State Primary Convention shall be held in years in w hich the State of Utah holds a

General Election at a time that allow s the Party to utili ze the Primary Election conducted by the State of Utah. The

Convention shall be held at a place that can accommodate the needs of the Convention w ithin the State of Utah.

Section 4.   N omination of Candidates for the General Election.   All persons intending to become candidates at the Primary

Convention for any elected public office, except for Lieutenant Governor of the State of Utah, shall fil e a statement of

candidacy with either the County Clerk or Lieutenant Governor' s O ffice, as is appropriate. W here the number of candidates

filing declarati ons of candidacy is not greater than the number of nominees required for the next general election, those

candidates shall be allow ed to address the convention or caucus, as appropriate, seeking confirmation of the Democratic

Party nomination. If the candidate receives a majori ty of the vote of those delegates voting, the candidate shall be declared

to be the Party's nominee for that office and shall not be required to stand for election at the Primary Election. Should the

candidate receive less than a majority of the votes cast for confirmation, there shall  be no Democratic Party nominee. W here

the number of candidates is greater than the number of nominees required for the next general election, there shall be

nominating and seconding speeches made on behalf of the candidate and the candidate shall be allow ed to address the

convention or caucus, as appropriate. Then the delegates who reside in the district to be represented by the candidate shall

vote. Voting and the announcement of the voting shall be as follow s:

(i) the delegate shall obtain the ballot from a member of the Registration or Elections Committee;

(i i) after voting the bal lot the delegate shall di spose of the ballot as provided for by the Registration or

Elections Committee;

(i i i ) the official ballots shall then be transmitted to the members of the Election Commi ttee for tabulation;

(iv) The results of the ballot shall be determined as follow s:

(A) if a candidate receives sixty percent or more of the votes cast at the primary conventi on, that

candidate shall become the party's nominee in the general election w ithout the necessity of

standing for election in the primary election; or,

(B) if there w ere more than tw o candidates seeking the Party’ s nomination and no candidate receives

sixty percent or more of the votes cast at the primary convention the convention shall  use multiple

ballots. The two candidate receiving the highest number of votes shall be placed on a second

ballot. If one candidate receives sixty percent or more of the votes cast at the primary convention,

that candidate shall become the party's nominee in the general election w ithout the necessity of

standing for election in the Primary Election; or, if no candidate receives sixty percent or more of

the votes cast, or there w ere only two candidates on the ini tial ball ot in w hich no candidate

received sixty percent or more of the vote, but one candidate receives at least fifty-seven percent

of the votes cast,  there shall be a final ballot listing the same tw o candidates. If on the final ballot

one candidate receives sixty percent or more of the votes cast at the primary convention, that

candidate shal l  become the party's nominee in the general election w ithout the necessity of

standing for election in the primary election; or, if no candidate receives sixty percent or more of

the votes cast both candidates shall be declared the party's nominees to stand for election at the

next Primary Election. The final ballot may be waived by the Party Chair upon the receipt of

w ri tten signed requests by both candidates seeking the nominati on. Voti ng shal l remain open for

successive ballots after the first as provided for in the Rules adopted for governing the Convention.

Section 5.   N omination for Lieutenant Governor.   The Gubernatori al Candidate or Cand idates nominated by the

Convention shall nominate a candidate for Lieutenant Governor who meets the eligibili ty requirements of the statutes and

Constitution of the State of Utah. The Delegates to the Convention shall then vote to ratify the nominee which requires a



majori ty vote of the Delegates present. No ballot is necessary. If the Convention fails to affirmatively ratify the nominee for

Lieutenant Governor, the gubernatorial nominee shall nominate other candidates until the Convention ratifies a nominee.

The nominee for Lieutenant Governor shal l then fi le a statement of candidacy wi th the office of the Lieutenant Governor

in a timely manner. The Gubernatorial Candidate or Candidates shal l then run for electi on to that office on a jo in t ticket w ith

their respective Lieutenant Governor nominee. In the election the names of the candidates for Governor and Lieutenant

Governor shall appear together on the ballot and the votes cast for a candidate for Governor shal l be considered as also cast

for the candidate for Lieutenant Governor.

Section 6.   N ational Committee M embers, N ational D elegates and Presidential Electors.   In presidential election years,

the Convention shall elect at least one person for each position available for N ational Committee member, N ational

D elegate and Presidential Elector in the follow ing manner:

(i) N ational Committee members shall be elected as provided herein:

(A) any member of the Utah State Democratic Party may fil e a declaration of candidacy for this office

w ith the State Secretary or State Party Headquarters prior to the Cal l to Order of the first County

D emocratic Party Primary Convention of that calendar year provided that they file for a seat for

w hich they are eligible as defined by the Democratic N ational Committee;

(B) w here the number of candidates is greater than the number of positions to be fi led in that

category, there shall be nominating and seconding speeches made on behalf of the candidate and

the candidate shall be allow ed to address the convention;

(C) a ballot shall be prepared w ith separate categories depending on eligibili ty listing the names of

the candidates w ith in  the category for w hich they fil ed in an order to be determined by lot; 

(D ) the voting may be in conjunction w ith the balloting for nominees for public elected office;

(E) each delegate shall be all ow ed to cast one vote per category w ith the person receivi ng the highest

number of votes being elected in each category; and, 

(F) in the event of a two or more persons have an equal number of votes, the tie shall be decided by

lot.

(i i) N ational D elegates and Alternate D elegates to the D emocrati c N ational Conventi on shall be elected as

provi ded by the N ational D elegate Selecti on Plan that is approved by the Democratic N ational Committee.

(i i i ) Presidenti al Electors shall be elected by the Convention when they elect the State Party Chair, V ice Chair

and N ational Committee members w ho shall serve, along with the State Party Executive Di rector, as the

Presidenti al Electors. Each of these Presidential Electors shall sign a pledge that they wil l  cast their electoral

ballot for the candidates nominated by the D emocratic Party prior to the State Primary Convention. Should

there be more than fi ve Presidenti al Electors from the State of U tah  or if one of the elected offici als w il l

not sign a pledge stipulating how  to cast their ballot, then that positi on w il l be open to election i n much

the same manner as provided for the N ational Committee members. In the event that a Presidential Elector

is not able to fulfil  their duties, the remaining electors shall  appoint another person to fil l the vacancy.

Section 7.   D elegates to the Convention.   D elegates to the Convention shall be those noted in Article II, Section 8 of the

Constitution of U tah State Democratic Party plus those members of the County Party D elegations. There shal l be two

thousand six hundred and forty-five (2,645) D elegates from County Party D elegations of the State of U tah. The number of

D elegates that each County Party i s enti tled to shall be five p lus a number to be determined in proportion to the combined

vo tes cast at the next preceding November election for the U tah State D emocratic Party 's Candidates for the offices of

Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, State Auditor, and State Treasurer, excluding the vote for any candidate

w ho had no opposition. The Delegates that form  the County Party D elegations shall have been elected in the manner that

is provided for by the State Delegate Selection Plan approved for the County Party in the county in  w hich that Delegate

resides.

Section 8.   D elegate Challenges.   County Parties shall  have unti l  one w eek prior to the Call  to Order of the State Primary

Convention to notify State Party Headquarters of the members of their D elegations and any replacements. No replacements

shal l be made after that date. County Parties shall resolve any challenges to the process in w hich they selected their

D elegates prior to that date by sending a w ritten copy of the challenge to State Party H eadquarters w hich w ill  refer the

matter to the Judicial Standing Committee. After that date any unsuccessful candidate for D elegate, or potential candidate

alleging improper procedure in the D elegate selection process, wi thin the County as the D elegate or Delegates being

challenged, has standing to challenge a delegate or delegates certified to the State Party H eadquarters. The challenge must

be submitted w ithin the fol low ing guidelines:

(i) the challenge shall  be submitted in w ritten form at least forty-eight hours prior to the Call to O rder of the

State Primary Convention or w ith in  one w eek after the County Party has certified its list of delegates to the



State Party Headquarters, whichever is earlier;

(i i) the challenge shall be sent by the challenger to State Party H eadquarters and to the County Chair from the

county in w hich the person was elected;

(i i i ) the challenge shall i nclude the grounds on which the challenge is based;

(iv) the challenge shall  be submitted to the Credentials Commi ttee by the State Party Secretary;

(v) the Credentials Commi ttee shall convene the committee on the first day of the Convention, or before if i t

is deemed necessary, to determine which persons shall receive offici al credentials as State D elegates and

to take up any challenges; 

(vi) in hearing a challenge, the Credentials Committee shall allot a period of time w ithin w hich the challenger

and the challenged, along w ith their supporters shall  be granted equal time to make their statements. The

Commi ttee then may request relevant additional information from Party O fficers; and, 

(vii ) the Credenti als Committee shal l then resolve challenges and its report to the Conventi on shall be fi nal.

ARTICLE III - STATE ORGANIZING CONVENTION

Section 1.   Convention Chair, Committees and Challenges.   Convention Chair, Convention Commi ttees, and D elegate

Challenges shall  operate under the provisions set forth under Arti cle II.

Section 2.   Time and Place.   The State O rganizing Conventi on shall be held  at a tim e after all county conventions, but

before September in the year in w hich there is no general election in the State of Utah. The Convention shall  be held at a

place that can accommodate the needs of the Convention w ithin the State of Utah.

Section 3.   Voting.   W here the number of candidates for the offices of State Party Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and Treasurer

are greater than the number of positions to be filled, there shall be nominating and seconding speeches made on behalf of

the candidates and the candidates shal l be allow ed to address the convention. After which the Delegates shall  vote, if more

than one candidate has filed for that office. If there is only one candidate fi led for an office, the Conventi on Chair may

accept a motion to elect by acclamation. The State Chair, State Vice Chair, State Secretary, and State Treasurer shall be the

person receivi ng a majori ty of votes at the State O rganizi ng Convention. If no candidate receives a majority on the first

ballot, there shall  be a second ball ot w ith the two candidates receiving the highest number of votes. The candidate on the

second ballot w ith a majority shall be elected.

Section 4.   Replacement D elegates.   After the State Primary Conventi on, County Parties may replace State D elegates w ho

die, resign, or are disquali fied according to the County Party' s approved State Delegate Selection Plan. These replacements

may be made unti l  fi fteen days prior to the Call to O rder of the State O rganizing Convention. No replacements shall be

made after that date. County Parties shall  resolve any chall enges to the process in w hich they selected their D elegates prior

to that date by sending a w ri tten copy of the challenge to State Party H eadquarters which w il l  refer the matter to the Judici al

Standing Committee. After that date any unsuccessful  candidate for D elegate w ithin the County as the Delegate or D elegates

being challenged, has standing to challenge a delegate or delegates certified to the State Party Headquarters.

ARTICLE IV - STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Section 1.   Time and Place of Precinct Caucuses and State Conventions.   At the fi rst quarterly meeting of the State Central

Committee in years in w hich the State of U tah conducts a general election, the State Central Committee shall designate the

date and time for holding Precinct Caucuses for the D emocratic Party throughout the State of Utah. The location of the

Precinct Caucuses shall be at the discretion of County Parties w ho are to organize and hold the Precinct Caucuses. The time

and place of the State Convention shall be established by the State Party O fficers and ratified by a simple majority of the

members convened at a State Central Commi ttee meeting. 

Section 2.   Candidate Vacancies.   The process to fill  a vacancy resulting from the death, resignation or other cause, of a

candidate for state or federal office shall be as follow s:

(i) any member of the U tah State D emocratic Party desiri ng to fi l l  the vacancy shal l be allow ed to fi le a

statement of candidacy w ith the State Party Secretary or State Party H eadquarters; 

(i i) a ballot l isting the names of the candidates to fi ll  the vacancy shall be prepared listing the names in an

order to be determined by lot; 

(i i i ) the State Central Committee shall  be convened to select a new candidate as soon as is practicable. There

shal l be a suspension of the quorum rule to allow  for a vote from only those members w ho reside in the

district in w hich the vacancy occurred. The voti ng shal l be by members of the State Central Committee

that reside in the district i n w hich the vacancy has occurred; 



(iv) there shall be one vote for each vacancy that is to be fi l led w ith the person or persons receivi ng the highest

number of votes being chosen to fi ll  the vacancy; and, 

(v) in  the event that two or more persons have an equal number of votes, the tie shall  be decided by lot.

Section 3.   Public Official Vacancies.   The process to fi l l  a vacancy resul ting from the death, resignation or other cause,

of a county, state or federal elected official shall be as follow s:

(i) the State or County Party w hich provided the process for nominati ng the public offici al w hose office is left

vacant shall  oversee the process for fill ing the vacancy;

(i i) any member of the U tah State D emocratic Party desiri ng to fi l l  the vacancy shal l be allow ed to fi le a

statement of candidacy w ith the State Party H eadquarters or the County Party Secretary, as appropriate;

(i i i ) a ballot l isting the names of the candidates to fi l l  the vacancy shall be prepared listing the names in an

order to be determined by lot; 

(iv) at the discretion of the Chair, and in accordance w ith the law s of the State of U tah, a meeting of delegates

or central committee members shall  be convened to select nominees to fill the vacancy for transmission

to the appropriate legal authority as soon as is practicable wi th a ten day w ritten notice or at a regularly

scheduled meeting. There shall be a suspension of the quorum rule to allow  for a vote from only those

delegates or central com mi ttee members w ho reside in the district in w hich the vacancy occurred. The

voting shall  be by the delegates or central commi ttee members that reside in the district in w hich the

vacancy has occurred; 

(v) each voting member shall  be all ow ed to cast one vote w ith the person(s) receiving the highest number of

votes being the nominee(s); and,

(vi) in  the event that two or more persons have an equal number of votes, the tie shall  be decided by lot.

Section 4.   Party Official Vacancies.   The process to fi ll  a vacancies of the State Central Committee, State Executive

Committee, or State Executive O fficers shall be as follow s:

(i) To fill a vacancy on the State Central Committee or the State Executive Commi ttee, except for State

Executive Officers:

(A) the constituency affected by a vacancy shall present the name of a person to fill  the vacancy; and,

(B) the State Central Committee shall fil l the vacancy w ith that person for the remainder of the

unexpired term of the person that created the vacancy, unless there i s a moti on to refuse to seat

the new  member which requires a vote of tw o-thirds of the members present at a meeting of the

State Central Committee to pass.

(i i) To replace a State Executive Officer:

(A) any quali fied member of the U tah State D emocratic Party desiring to fill the vacancy shall be

allow ed to file a statement of candidacy wi th the State Party Secretary or State Party Headquarters;

(B) a ballot l isting the names of the candidates to fi ll  the vacancy shall be prepared listing the names

in an order to be determined by lot; 

(C) the State Central Committee shall be convened to select a person to fi l l  the vacancy as soon as is

practicable; 

(D ) each voting member shall be allow ed to cast one vote w ith the person receivi ng the highest

number of votes being elected; 

(E) in the event that two or more persons have an equal number of votes, the tie shall be decided by

lot; and, 

(F) the person elected shall serve for the period of the unexpired term or until the next State

Convention, w hichever comes fi rst. Should there be a State Convention prior to the end of the

unexpired term any person may fil e for the office and an election shall  be held w ith the delegates

determining w ho shall  fill  the unexpired term.

Section 5.   D esignates.   Federal and Statew ide elected offici als are encouraged to participate as members of the State

Central Committee; how ever, they may select a person to act i n their behalf. This person shall be know n as their designate.

D esignates shall operate as follow s:

(i) W hen a Federal or Statewide elected offici al designates another person to serve on the State Central

Committee that person must serve throughout the term of the elected offici al, unless a resignation is sent

to the State Party Headquarters;



(i i) the designate may resign from the State Central Committee and another may be appointed by the elected

official, but the positi on shall  not be used as an alternating or rotating positi on; and, 

(i i i ) the designate may speak on behalf of the elected offici al represented, but shall not cast a vote i f the elected

official i s present.

Section 6.   Removal of M embers.   Membership on the State Central Commi ttee shall  automaticall y be rescinded if a

member is no longer a resident in the juri sdiction, or a affi l iated w ith the caucus, represented by the member. A motion for

removal of a member from the State Central Committee may be made to the Judicial Standing Committee by any other

member of the State Central Committee for failure to support the D emocratic nominee for public elected office. The Judici al

Standing Commi ttee shall  make a recommendation to the State Central Committee at its next meeting; wherein the motion

w il l be to accept or reject the report of the Judicial Standing Committee. If the recommendation of the Judicial Standing

Committee is removal  of the member from the State Central Committee, that motion shall  need a vote of tw o thirds of the

members present for the motion to be adopted. County Parties may provi de in their bylaws for a member of the State Central

Commi ttee may be removed for failure to attend meetings of the State Central Commi ttee. 

Section 7.   Location of M eetings.   At least one of the State Central Committee meetings annually shall be conducted in

the regions described in the Bylaw s of the U tah State D emocratic Party, Article I, Section 3, other than the Central Region.

N o more than one such meeting shall be conducted in any region until such meetings have been held in the other regions.

Section 8.   County Party Representatives.   There shall  be 242 addi tion members of the State Central Commi ttee to

represent the County D emocratic Parties as per Article IV, Section 2 (ii i) of the Constitution of the U tah State Democratic

Party.

Section 9.   D emocratic Caucus Representatives.   There may be two representati ves of each of the fo l low ing caucuses as

members of the State Central Committee as per Article IV, Section 2 (iv) of the Constitution of the U tah State Democratic

Committee:

(i) Young D emocrats and College D emocrats Caucus;

(i i) D emocratic Women's Political Caucus;

(i i i ) Labor Caucus;

(iv) U tah Public Employee's D emocratic Caucus;

(v) Educator's D emocratic Caucus;

(vi) Stonew all D emocrats (Gay and Lesbian) Caucus;

(vii ) H ispanic Democrats Caucus;

(vi i i) African-American Democrats Caucus;

(ix) Progressive D emocratic Caucus of Utah;

(x) D emocratic Caucus for People with D isabi li ties; 

(xi) Environmental Caucus;

(xii ) Rural D emocratic Caucus; and,

(xi i i) Pacific Islanders D emocratic Caucus.

ARTICLE V - STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Section 1.   Code of Fair Campaign Practices.   The State Executive Committee shall initiate and monitor a select committee

to compose a Code of Fair Campaign Practices for submission to the State Central Committee at the soonest practical date,

but no later than the regular meeting of the State Central Committee in the second quarter of 1994.

Section 2.   Code Binding M embers and Staff.   The State Executive Commi ttee and office personnel of the U tah State

D emocratic Committee shall be obligated to abide by the Code of Fair Campaign Practi ces.

Section 3.   Removal from Committee Appointments.   A member of any Standing, Advisory, or Select Commi ttee may be

terminated for failure to participate on the committee or for activ ity in  another politi cal  party. A member w ho has been

terminated from a committee may ask the State Executive Committee for reconsideration for reinstatement to the committee.

Section 4.   N on-Voting M embers.   The State Executi ve Committee may invite the fo l low ing to  parti ci pate in an advisory

capaci ty as a non-voting members of the State Executive Committee:

(i) the immediate past State Party Chair;

(i i) the president of the U tah Chapter of the Young D emocrats; and,

(i i i ) the Regional Coordinators.



Section 5.   D etermining D N C/ASD C Membership.   The State Party Chair and the State Party Vice Chair shall serve as

members of the Democratic N ational Committee and the Association of State Democratic Chairs. Should the State Party Vice

Chair be ineligible to serve due to the gender rules of those organizations, the State Chair shall  nominate and the State

Executive Commi ttee shall appoint a person of the opposite gender of the State Party Chair from among their members.

Section 6.   Gender Balance on State Executive Committee.   The State Party Chair shall nominate persons for membership

on the State Executive Commi ttee as per Article V, Section 2 of the Constitution of the U tah State D emocrati c Party, that

w ill  create to the greatest possible extent an equal division of committee membership between men and women.

ARTICLE VI - STATE EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Section 1.   Residency Requirement.   A candidate for State Executive O ffice must be a resident of the State of Utah upon

filli ng for office and during their term of office. The resignation of a State Executive O fficer in tending to establ ish residency

in another state must be submitted to the State Executive Committee. Vacancies shall  be fil led in accordance w ith Article

IV, Section 4.

Section 2.   Leave of Absence. State Executive Officers w ho are in contested races for the Democratic nomination to public

elected office shal l take a leave of absence unti l  the contest for the nomination is decided. If a State Executive Officer is a

candidate for publ ic elected office, they shall  not be permitted to use the facil iti es or staff of the U tah State D emocrati c

Committee for their campaign in a manner that i s not available to other candidates on the D emocratic ticket. In no

circumstance shall a State Executive O fficer w ho is a candidate for public elected office be all ow ed to use the State

Committee H eadquarters for their campaign headquarters or hire the current State Committee staff to w ork for their

campaign commi ttee. State Executive O fficers w ho are in contested races for party elected offi ce shall not participate in the

organization and admini stration of the election for that office. Nothing in this section shall be construed so as to prohibit

the State Executive Officers from reporting to the convention in the usual, reasonable and customary manner.

Section 3.   Removal of State Executive Officers. The State Chair, State Executive Committee, no few er than three County

Chairs, or no few er than one-twelfth of the State Central Committee members may call for a State Central Committee

meeting and petiti on the Judici al Standing Commi ttee for removal of a State Executive O fficer. The Judicial Standing

Committee shall make a recommendation to the State Central Commi ttee; wherein the motion w il l be to accept or reject

the report of the Judici al Standing Committee. If the recommendation of the Judici al Standing Committee is removal of the

State Executive O fficer, that motion shall need a vote of tw o thirds of the members present for the motion to be adopted.

If the State Executi ve O fficer petiti oned for removal is a member of the Judicial Standing Committee, the O fficer may not

participate in the deliberations of that Committee and the production of their report to the State Central Committee.

ARTICLE VII - STANDING COMMITTEES

Section 1.   General M embership Provisions.   The State Central Committee shal l make provision for the Standing

Committees enumerated in this Article. The responsibil ities of these Standing Committees are required, but not l imited to,

those enumerated in the section that defines the Standing Committee. The State Central Committee may assign additi onal

responsibil i ti es to the Standing Committees, but they are not to supplant those outl ined herein. All  Standing Committees

shall be consti tuted as set forth herein subject to the fol low ing:

(i) the membership of the Standing Committees shall  be appointed by the State Chair w ith the advice and

consent of the State Central Commi ttee at a meeting to be held w ith in  ninety days fol low ing a State

O rganizing Convention;

(i i) there shall be one member on each Standing Committee representing each of the Regions and additional

members as set forth in the section that defines the Standing Committee. The State Chair shall make an

effort to choose nominees w ho are representative of the D emocratic Party electorate in the State of U tah;

(i i i ) members shall  be appointed for a period of tw o years or until  they are replaced, whichever comes first;

(iv) the Standing Committee Chair shall be appointed by the State Chair from the membership of that Standing

Committee and shall  serve at the pleasure of the State Chair;

(v) the Standing Committees may meet as often as necessary. M eetings shall be called by the Standing

Committee Chair or, by the w ritten request of no few er that one-third of the Standing Committee members.

N otice of meetings shall be given prior to adjournment of the previous meeting, by telephone contact five

days in advance of the meeting, or by mail five days in advance of the meeting; and,

(vi) each Standing Committee may provide for the establ ishment of sub-commi ttees w hich may consist of

additi onal members to be appointed by the Standing Committee. Any member of the Standing Committee

from which a sub-committee is deri ved shall be considered an ex-offi cio member of the sub-committee.



M embers of the sub-committees w ho are not members of the Standing Committee shall have no vote in

a meeting of that Standing Committee.

Section 2.   Rules and Elections Standing Committee.   The Rules and Elections Standing Committee of the U tah State

D emocratic Party shall be responsible for submitting to  the proper authority amendments to the Constitu ti on, the Bylaw s,

the Party Rules and Procedures, the State Convention Rules, the Affirmative Action/National D elegate Selection Plan, the

procedures for the conduct of elections, and the recognition procedure for County Democratic Parties. This Standing

Committee shall also be responsible for monitori ng compliance w ith the rules that are set forth and may submit al leged

violations of compl iance to the Judicial Standing Committee. The Standing Committee may provide for the formation of a

sub-commi ttee for the State Convention Rules and procedures for the conduct of elections that i ncl udes as a part of its

membership the designate of any candidate for public office or party office w ho is challenged at the Convention . This

Standing Commi ttee shall consist of thirty members w ho shall be the State Secretary, one member from each Region, and

one member from each group of three legislative districts as sequentially numbered by the State of Utah w ith preference

given to any nominee w ho i s a former Delegate to the N ational Convention, a member of the State Central Committee, or

a State D elegate. A quorum of this Standing Committee shall  be any number of members w ho are in attendance at a meeting

that has been cal led w ith appropriate notice.

Section 3.   M embership and Credentials Standing Committee.   The M embership and Credentials Standing Committee of

the U tah State D emocrati c Party shall provide for, i nsofar as is practical, the maintenance of lists of members as set forth

in Article I, Section 2. and determination of the credentials for al l  public and party officials, delegates and committee

members of the U tah State D emocratic Party. This Standing Commi ttee shall also provide for reporting credentials w hen

requested by the State of Utah, the State Convention, the State Executive Commi ttee, the State Central Committee, and by

D emocratic candidate campaign commi ttees. This Standing Commi ttee shall consist of thirty-four members w ho shall be

the State Secretary, one member from each Region, and one member from each County D emocratic Party w ith preference

given to any nominee w ho is the County Secretary, or secondari ly any member of the State Central Committee. A quorum

of this Standing Committee shall  be any number of members w ho are in attendance at a meeting that has been called w ith

appropriate notice.

Section 4.   Judicial Standing Committee.   The Judicial  Standing Committee of the U tah State D emocrati c Party shall

provide for a Code of Fair Campaign Practices for adoption and publ ication by the State Executive Commi ttee, monitoring

compl iance w ith the Code of Fair Campaign Practi ces, resoluti on of i ntra-party disputes, to act as a conference committee

for issues that cannot be resolved by other Standing Committees, provide for determining a failure of compliance w ith the

U tah State D emocratic Party rules and to recommend resolution of problems that arise from a failure of compliance, and

may refer to the State Central Commi ttee recommendations for removal of a State Executive O fficer, a member of the State

Executive Committee, or a member of the State Central Commi ttee. The Standing Committee may make provision for its

meetings to be held in closed session w ith the proceedings being kept confidential, except for the final report; a provision

for all parties in a dispute to present their side of the argument; and a provision for a party in a dispute to accept the

recommended resolution w ithout notice to any other Committees. This Standing Committee shal l consist of ten members

w ho shall be the State Chair, State Vice Chair, the chief legal counsel for the U tah State D emocratic Commi ttee, one

member from each Region, and one member from each group of tw enty-five l egislative d istricts as sequentially numbered

by the State of U tah w ith preference given to any nominee w ho is concurrentl y a member of the U tah State Bar Association

and a member of the State Central Commi ttee. A quorum of this Standing Committee shall be any number of members w ho

are in attendance at a meeting that has been cal led w ith appropriate notice.

Section 5.   Candidate Recruitment and Coordinated Campaign Standing Committee. The Candidate Recruitment and

Coordinated Campaign Standing Committee of the U tah State D emocratic Party shall be responsible for recruitment of

candidates for federal , statew ide and multi -county elected offices; assisting the County Democratic Parties in recruiting

candidates for all  other districts w ith in their jurisdiction at their request; developing a coordinated campaign plan

implementing get out the vote efforts, voter identification efforts, voter registration efforts, and voter persuasion efforts;

obtaining targeting information; recommending to the State Executive Committee focus group studies, oppositi on research

studies, and the obtaining of poll ing data; and conducting post-election conferences and strategic planning meetings. The

rules shall incl ude the formation of a sub-committee for candidate recruitment that includes as a part of its membership any

member of the State Central Commi ttee, any current or past elected offi cial w ho w on election on the Democratic Party

ticket, and members from other groups outside the D emocratic Party that the sub-committee feels might be helpful. The

Standing Committee may provi de for the formation of a Select Commi ttee for development and implementation of a

coordinated campaign plan that i ncl udes as part of i ts membership the designate of any candidate for statew ide or federal

offices, the D emocratic Party Leadership of the U tah State Legislature, and any other members that the State Chair appoints.

This Standing Committee shall consist of thirty-tw o members who shall be the State Chair, the National Committee

members, one member from each Region, and one member from each group of three legislative districts as sequenti ally

numbered by the State of Utah w ith preference given to any nominee w ho is a current elected official w ho won election

on the D emocratic Party ticket, or secondarily a member of the State Central Committee. A quorum of this Standing



Committee shall  be any number of members w ho are in attendance at a meeting that has been called w ith appropriate

notice.

Section 6.   Platform and Policy Standing Committee.   The Platform and Policy Standing Committee of the U tah State

D emocratic Party shall be responsible for submitting the platform or resolutions reports to the State Conventions; creating

task forces to study i ssues for the U tah State D emocratic Party; compil ing research on issues for use by candidates for public

elected office; and acting as advocates for issues endorsed by the State Central Committee. The Standing Committee may

provide for the formation of a sub-committee for drafting the platform or resolutions report to be submitted to the State

Convention that i ncl udes as a part of i ts membership any member of the State Central Committee, the designate of any

current or past elected official w ho won election on the Democratic Party ticket, the designate of any Democratic candidate

that is contested at the State Convention, and members from other groups outside the D emocratic Party that the sub-

committee feels might be helpful. The Standing Committee may also provide for the formation of sub-committees or task

forces to study specific issues that include as part of their membership a designate of the Democratic Party Leadership of

the U tah State Legislature, and other persons w ho can provi de expert know ledge on the issues addressed by the task force.

This Standing Committee shal l  consist of thirty-tw o members who shall be the State Chair, the National Committee

members, one member from each Region, and one member from each group of three legislative districts as sequenti ally

numbered by the State of U tah w ith preference given to any nominee w ho is a current public elected official w ho won

election on the D emocratic Party ticket, or secondarily a member of the State Central Committee. A quorum of this Standing

Committee shall be any number of members w ho are in attendance at a meeting that has been called w ith appropriate

notice.

(i) D raft Platform. A draft report of the Platform  and Pol icy Standing Committee shall be prepared under the

direction and w ith the approval  of the Chair of the U tah State D emocratic Committee.

(i i) Proposals for Inclusion in Platform. D elegates and others may submit proposals for inclusion in the

platform to the Chair of the Platform and Policy Standing Committee. All proposals to be considered by

the Committee shall be submitted in w ri ting at least sixteen (16) days prior to the convening of the State

N ominating Conventi on. A ll proposals shal l state the proposition in a clear and conci se manner. The Chair

of the Commi ttee shall have authority for good cause to allow  consideration of proposals submitted after

the deadl ine, with the agreement of a majori ty of the membership of the Commi ttee. 

(i i i ) Amendments to Platform. N o one other than a voti ng member of the Committee may propose an

amendment. The amendment process shall be on a section-by-section basis, unless otherw ise determined

by the Committee Chair. No motion or proposition on a subject different from that under consideration

shall  be permitted under color of the amendment.

(iv) M inority Report to Platform. U pon the w ri tten request of at least six members of the Committee, a

minority report concerning any issue that has been raised before the Commi ttee shall be prepared and

submitted to the Committee Chair.  An issue that has not been considered by the fu l l  committee may not

be the subject of a minori ty report.  M inori ty reports must be submitted to the Chair of the Platform and

Policy Standing Committee w ithin forty-eight (48) hours of adjournment of the committee’s pre-Convention

meeting.  The minority report shall be in the form  of a resolution disposing of the matter to w hich it relates,

and shall  be prepared for distribution to all  Convention delegates as part of the Commi ttee’s report. N o

member w ho voted for the majority report w ith respect to a matter may sign a minori ty report relating to

the same matter and must affirm they did not vote w ith the majority on the motion adopted. N o member

may sign more than one minority report relating to a particular matter. Any person w ho signs a minority

report may w ithdraw his or her support for such report by w ritten notice to the Committee Chair or a

designated staff member. A minority report may be wi thdraw n at any time prior to or duri ng the

Convention. A minority report w il l  be deemed w ithdraw n w hen support fal ls to few er than six members

of the committee, as evidenced by the w ri tten w ithdraw al of support by proponents of the report as

submitted to the Committee Chair.

(v) Resolutions. The Platform and Policy Standing Committee shall receive and consider all resolutions

proposed by a member of the State Central Committee or State Convention D elegate, as appropriate,  on

matters of poli cy proposed for adoption by the State Central Committee or Convention, and shall  report

in w ri ting.  Said report shall contain the text of each resolution recommended by the Commi ttee for

adoption, and shall identify resolutions considered but not recommended for adopti on. Resoluti ons shal l

be submitted to the Chair of the Commi ttee at least fourteen (14) days prior to the meeting, provided that

the State Executive Commi ttee may vote to submit urgent timely resoluti ons directl y to the State Central

Committee or Convention even though not submitted w ithin these time periods. Excepting those

resolutions submitted by the State Executive Commi ttee, no resolutions may be considered that have not

had pri or consideration by the Platform  and Pol icy Standing Committee.



ARTICLE VIII - ADVISORY COMMITTEES

Section 1.   General M embership Provisions.   The State Executive Committee shall  make provision for the Advisory

Committees enumerated in this Article. The responsibil ities of these Advisory Commi ttees are required, but not limited to,

those enumerated in the section that defines the Advisory Committee. The State Executi ve Committee may assign additi onal

responsibi li ties to the Advisory Committees, but they are not to supplant those outl ined herein. All  Advisory Committees

are subject to the fol low ing:

(i) the membership of the Advisory Commi ttees shall be appointed by the State Chair w ith the advice and

consent of the State Executive Commi ttee at a meeting to be held w ithin ninety days follow ing a State

O rganizing Convention;

(i i) the State Chair shall make an effort to appoint one member on each Advisory Commi ttee from each of the

Regions and shall make an effort to appoint addi tional members w ho are representative of the D emocratic

Party electorate in the State of Utah;

(i i i ) members shall  be appointed for a period of tw o years or until  they are replaced, whichever comes first;

(iv) the Chairs of the Education, Training and Outreach, and Public Relations Advisory Commi ttees shall be

appointed by the State Chair from the respective membership of that Advisory Committee and shall serve

at the pleasure of the State Chair;

(v) the Advisory Committees may meet as often as necessary. M eetings shall  be called by the Advisory

Committee Chair or, by the w ri tten request of no few er that one-third of the Advisory Committee members.

N otice of meetings shall be given prior to adjournment of the previous meeting, by telephone contact five

days prior to the meeting, or by mail  five days in advance of the meeting; and, 

(vi) each Advisory Commi ttee may provide by rule for the establishment of sub-committees which may consist

of additional members to be appointed by the Advi sory Committee. Any member of the Advisory

Committee from w hich a sub-committee is deri ved shall be considered an ex-offi cio member of the sub-

committee. M embers of the sub-committees w ho are not members of the Advisory Committee shall  have

no vote in a meeting of that Advisory Commi ttee; and,

(vii ) a quorum of an Advisory Committee shall  be any number of members w ho are in attendance at a meeting

that has been cal led w ith appropriate notice.

Section 2.   Financial O rganization Advisory Committee.   The Financial O rganizati on Advisory Committee of the U tah

State D emocratic Party shall, insofar as possible,  be responsible for raising funds needed to operate and staff U tah State

D emocratic Committee Headquarters, aid  D emocratic candidates, provide inform ation to the general membership, operate

the State Conventions, fund raising activiti es, the State Central Committee, the State Executive Committee, and the Standing,

Advisory, and Select Commi ttees and thei r sub-committees. The State Treasurer shall  be the Chair of this Advisory

Committee. The number of members and their composition shall be determined by the State Executive Committee.

Section 3.   Education, Training and O utreach Advisory Committee.   The Education, Training and O utreach Advisory

Committee of the U tah State D emocratic Party shall be responsible for the creation and implementation of comprehensive

education and training programs to include, but not limited to, the development of a Speaker's Bureau, workshops for

County Democratic Party Officers, information for potential D emocratic Party candidates, workshops and programs for

vo lunteer training, and campaign workshops. This Advisory Commi ttee shall also be responsible for assisting the Young

D emocrats and/or College D emocrats in the organization and maintenance of Democratic Party clubs in local schools,

colleges, universiti es. The N ational Committee members shall  be members of this Advisory Committee. The Advisory

Committee may provide for the formation of a sub-commi ttee for Candidate Train ing that includes as a part of its

membership the D emocrati c Party Leadership of the U tah State Legislature, the State Central Committee members

representing the Democratic Party Caucus of the U tah Association of Counties, and any additional members that they

recommend. The number of members and their composition shall be determined by the State Executive Committee.

Section 4.   Public Relations Advisory Committee.   The Public Relations Advi sory Committee of the U tah State Democratic

Party shall be responsible for, but not l imited to, formulating methods for highlighting information about the U tah State

D emocratic Party and provid ing for its distribution to the news media and general publi c, assisting Democratic candidates

and commi ttees w ith press releases and materials for di stribution to the news media or general publ ic, providing topics and

assistance to members of the Speaker's Bureau, and creating and implementing a rapid response team to immediately

counter negative stories about the U tah State D emocratic Party, its candidates, and its elected officials. The Advisory

Committee may provide for the formation of a sub-committee for Rapid Response that includes as a part of its membership

the State Executive O fficers, the designate of any federal or statew ide elected offi cials w ho w on election on the Democratic

Party ti cket, the designate of D emocrati c Party Leadership of the U tah State Legislature, the State Central Committee



members representing the D emocratic Party Caucus of the U tah Association of Counties or their designate, and any

additi onal members that would aid in this process. The number of members and their composition shall be determined by

the State Executive Committee.

ARTICLE IX - SELECT COMMITTEES

Section 1.   General Select Committee Provisions.   The State Executi ve Committee or the State Central Committee may

establish Select Commi ttees on any matter. The establishing motion for the creation of a Select Committee shall be required

to l ist the responsibil i ti es, a speci fi c timetable, a budget, and the membership for the Select Commi ttee. The Select

Committee shall  be responsib le for fol low ing the same rules set forth regulating the parent committee. The State Executive

Committee or State Central Committee may assign any responsib il ity to a Select Commi ttee, but they are not to supplant

those outl ined for the Standing or Advisory Commi ttees. Al l Select Commi ttees shall  be constituted as set forth herein subject

to the fol low ing:

(i) the membership of the Select Committees shall be appointed w ithin thirty days follow ing the creation of

the Select Committee by the State Chair;

(i i) membership shall be determined in the establishing motion; how ever, there shal l be at least one member

on each Select Committee from each of the Regions. The State Chair shall make an effort to choose

additi onal members who are representative of the Democratic Party electorate in the State of Utah w ithin

the guidelines of the membership that is defined in the establishing motion;

(i i i ) the Select Commi ttee Chair shall be appointed by the State Chair from the membership of that Select

Committee and shall  serve at the pleasure of the State Chair;

(iv) select Commi ttees may meet as often as necessary, but shall  complete their w ork w ithin the timetable set

forth in the establishing motion. M eetings shall be cal led by the Select Committee Chair or, by the w ri tten

request of no few er that one-third of the Advisory Committee members. N otice of meetings shall be given

prior to adjournment of the previous meeting, by telephone contact five days in advance of the meeting,

or by mail fi ve days in advance of the meeting;

(v) each Select Committee may provide for the establishment of sub-committees w hich may consist of

additi onal members to be appointed by the Select Commi ttee. Any member of the Select Commi ttee from

w hich a sub-committee is deri ved shall be considered an ex-offi cio member of the sub-committee.

M embers of the sub-committees w ho are not members of the Select Commi ttee shall have no vote in a

meeting of that Select Commi ttee; and,

(vi) a quorum of a Select Committee shal l be any number of members w ho are in attendance at a meeting that

has been cal led w ith appropriate notice.

ARTICLE X - FULL PARTICIPATION

Section 1.   Affirmative Action Plan.   The State Executi ve Committee shal l initi ate and monitor a select commi ttee to

compose an Affirmati ve Action Plan for submission to the State Central Committee at the soonest practical  date, but no later

than the regular meeting of the State Central Committee in the first quarter of 1995.

Section 2.   Residency and Age Requirements for Participation.   Any person who wil l  be el igible to  vote in U tah in the

next general election and resides in the political subdivision for which the political activity is conducted may be eligible

to participate, except as otherw ise provided herein and in the Constitution, in precinct caucuses, state and county

conventions, D emocratic Party primary elections, state and county central and executive commi ttees, and state and county

party office.

ARTICLE XI - GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1.   Voting by Proxy.   The members of the Democratic N ational Commi ttee and/or the Association of State

D emocratic Chairs may accept and designate a vote by proxy for use at meetings of the Democratic N ational Committee

or Association of State Democratic Chairs. O therw ise, voting by proxy shall  not be permitted at a meeting of the State

Executive Committee.

Section 2.   Voting Methods.   Voting at the State Convention or State Central Committee meeting on amendments to the

Constitution or Bylaw s of the U tah State Democratic Party, resolutions, platforms, motions or other issues may be done by

voice vote, show ing of hands, rising, general consent, roll  call , or ballot at the discretion of the Chair. Voting at State

Conventions and State Central Commi ttee meetings shall  be by ballot for the election of any person, unless the rules are

suspended for election by acclamation. Voted ballots shall be made available only for visual inspection for the elections



committee at conventions and/or central committee meetings and the candidates'  representatives in the counting room unti l

the electi on report i s adopted. The U tah State D emocrati c Committee shal l then destroy all  voted ballots and shall not retain

any copies or other records of voted ballots from any elections.

Section 3.   Public Announcement of O fficers, Candidates and D elegates.   At the earl iest practical date after the

adjournment of a state or county convention, the secretary of the respective state or county party shall notify the Lieutenant

Governor or County Clerk, as appropriate, the names of the Party O fficers or the Democratic nominees for publ ic office

elected at the convention. The state or county party secretary shall respond to reasonable requests made in w riting by

responsible persons requesting the names of party officers, candidates and delegates.

Section 4.   Access to Party Records.   The U tah State D emocratic Commi ttee shall provide reasonable access to the records

of the U tah State D emocratic Committee, except for those records pertaining to matters of personnel, legal actions, and

political ly strategic or sensitive issues w hich are only to be released w ith the authorization of the Chair of the Utah State

D emocratic Party.  D ecisions of the Chair regarding authorization of access to records may be appealed to the State

Executive Committee.

Section 5.   County Party Procedures.   To the extent that County Parties have not written and adopted rules and bylaw s

governing their processes for delegate selecti on, party officer electi on, candidate nominati on, fi l ing candidate and party

office vacancies, and other matters, the County Party shall  be expected to util ize substantially the same processes as those

adopted and defined in the Constitution and Bylaws of the U tah State D emocratic Party for use by the Utah State Democratic

Committee or any other such model byl aws recommended by the Rules and Elections Standing Committee.

Section 6.   Tax Check Off Funds. In the event that a county has no organized County Party Central Committee, the State

Central Commi ttee shall act in its stead for purposes of disbursing funds obtained through the State of U tah’s Election

Campaign Fund that are designated for that county.

Section 7.   M ail. N otification by mail that is required in these Bylaw s or the Constitution of the U tah State Democratic Party

may be provided either by electronic mail or postal mail.

Section 8.   O rganizing Caucuses. Each precinct caucus may elect at least tw o members to the County Central Committee

and at least one delegate to the County Convention. The precinct caucus may elect delegates to the State Convention, if

provi ded for by the County Party State Delegate Selection rules. The County Parties may allocate to a precinct more than

one County D elegate position based on w ritten rules that use as a base for allocation either County Party leaders,

population, number of registered voters, some sverifiable measure of D emocratic Party strength in that precinct as compared

to the other precincts in the County, or some combination thereof. If a County Party does not adopt a rule for allocation of

delegates, they shall be allocated in the same manner that the Utah State Democratic Commi ttee uses to allocate State

D elegates. Precinct caucus locations shall  be held in places w ith in  or nearby the precinct w hich are accessible and

reasonably convenient to attenders, including people with disabili t ies. Vacancies or replacements for people elected as

County D elegates shall reside in or nearby the precinct, but in no ci rcumstances outside the State House District, for w hich

the vacancy occurs and preference must be given to persons li ving in the precinct for w hich the vacancy occurs. The County

Party shall determine the method of notification to the U tah State D emocratic Commi ttee and the County Party of the

persons elected to serve in one or more of the follow ing positions: County D elegates, State D elegates, election judges,

registration agents, and County Party Central Commi ttee members. Regardless of the method used the notification must be

w ithin seventy-two hours after the conclusion of the caucus. If the U tah State D emocrati c Committee requires a Presidenti al

Preference Vote to take place at the precinct caucus, the County Party determine the method by w hich the resul ts of the vote

shal l be transmitted to the U tah State D emocratic Commi ttee by telephone or facsimi le wi thin five hours after the conclusion

of the precinct caucus. The precinct caucus shall  be prepared to conduct business for at least one hour.

ARTICLE XII - AMENDMENTS

Section 1.   Resolutions Adopted by Convention.   The Bylaw s may be amended in the manner outl ined in Articl e XII,

Section 2 of the Constitution of the U tah State D emocratic Party. Unless a resolution adopted by the State Convention

specifical ly amends a part of these bylaws heretofore, that amendment shal l  be placed in this article. Article XII of these

bylaw s shall be reserved for amendments relating to the governance of the Party adopted by the State Convention.


